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Em p ow er in g  t h e D eaf  
Com m u n i t y

~  in t o t h e K in g d om  ~

 Sig n  L an g u ag e in  t h e 
Ch r i st i an  

Sch ool  Exp er ien ce
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You r  exp ect at i on s?
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M y Exp ect at ion s:
Tr an sfor m  you r  u n d er st an d in g  of  
p er son s w i t h  a h ear in g  loss.

Tr an sfor m  you r  t h in k in g  as i t  r elat es t o 
sig n  l an g u ag e in  t h e sch ool .

Give you  st ep s on  em p ow er in g  t h e d eaf  
com m u n i t y  so t h ey  t oo can  p ar t i c ip at e 
in  t h e k in g d om .
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L at en ed  deaf  p er son s
► Acq u i r ed  En g l i sh  as a n at i ve lan g u ag e.
► I n t er ac t  w i t h  ot h er  h ear in g  p er son s w h o 
p r im ar i l y  u se En g l i sh .
► U se assi st i ve d ev ices for  com m u n icat ion  
access. 
► M ay feel  i so lat ed  f r om  t h e h ear in g  w or ld  
d u e t o l im i t ed  com m u n icat ion  access.

C a t e g or ie s of  p e r son s w i t h  
h e a r in g  loss
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H ar d  of  h ear in g  per son s (fl ex ib i l i t y )
► M ay h ave En g l i sh  as a n at i ve l an g u ag e.
► M ay d ep en d  on  assi st i ve d ev ices for  sp eech  
com p r eh en sion  or  ot h er  sou n d s.
► M ay u se a for m  of  sig n  l an gu ag e t h at  
r ep r esen t s En g l i sh  m an u al l y.
► M ay sp eak  for  t h em selves d ep en d in g  on  t h e 
si t u at ion  or  u se an  in t er p r et er.
► M ay soc ial l y  i n t er act  w i t h  b ot h  h ear in g  an d  
d eaf  i n d iv idu al s.
► M ay feel   com for t ab le fu n ct ion in g  in  t h e 
h ear in g  w or ld  or  m ay feel  i solat ed .
► M ay ch oose t o b ecom e a m em b er  of  t h e d eaf  
com m u n i t y.

C a t e g or ie s of  p e r son s w i t h  
h e a r in g  loss
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D eaf  p er son s(fl ex ib i l i t y )
► Acq u i r ed  Am er ican  Sign  L an g u age (ASL ) as a 
n at i ve l an gu age.
► M ay n ot  b e ab le t o  sp eak  or  h ave l im i t ed  
sp eech  ab i l i t i es.
► I n t er ac t  p r im ar i l y  w i t h  ot h er  d eaf  p eop le w h o 
u se ASL  or  ar e p r ofi c ien t  sig n er s.
► Con sid er  En g l i sh  t h ei r  secon d  lan g u ag e .
► M ay u se assi st i ve dev ices for  b asi c  sou n d  
access.
► Ch oose t o be cal led  D EAF  

C a t e g or ie s of  p e r son s w i t h  
h e a r in g  loss
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Pr esu p p osi t i on s : 

► D eafn ess i s t h e on ly  d i sab i l i t y  t h at  
r esu l t s in  a l eg i t im at e lan g u ag e.
► Th ese in d iv id u als ar e a l i n g u ist i c  
m in or i t y.
► Th ese in d iv id u als b elon g  t o a d i st i n ct  
cu l t u r al  com m u n i t y.
► D eaf  i s t h e ap p r op r iat e t er m . [ n o t  
h ear in g -im p ai r ed ]
► Th ese in d iv id u als ar e a p ar t  of  an  
op p r essed  m in or i t y.
► D eaf  p eop le d o n ot  con sid er  t h em selves 
d isab led  b u t  t o cou n t er  t h e op p r ession  i n  
som e si t u at i on s t h ey “ t em p or ar i l y ”  accept  
t h e d isab led  l ab el .
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  Pat er n al i st i c  M essag e:
 Secu la r  a n d  t h e  C h u r ch : 
D eaf  i n d iv id u al s ar e d epen den t s an d  h ave l im i t ed  
capab i l i t i es an d  can  n ot  con t r i bu t e t o soc iet y. 

E xa m p l e : 
M ost  em p loym en t  p osi t ion s p lace d eaf  p eop le in  n on -
com m u n icat i ve r o les.

Roles i n  t h e ch u r ch  ar e l im i t ed  t o  t h at  of  r ec ip ien t . D eaf  
p eop le ar e n ot  en cou r ag ed  or  t r ain ed  t o r eal i ze t h ei r  
sp i r i t u al  g i f t s of  t each in g , lead er sh ip  r o les in  m in ist r y  
com m i t t ees, m ission ar i es. I m ag in e a deaf  p ast or  of  a 
h ear in g  ch u r ch !
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  Pat er n al i st i c  M essag e:
 Secu la r  a n d  t h e  C h u r ch : 
D eafn ess i s a m ed ical  con d i t i on  t h at  r esu l t s i n  a 
l ess t h an  sat i sfact or y  ex i st en ce.

E xa m p l e : 
Cu r r en t  leg al  case: L ee L ar sen , a d eaf  m ot h er  of  t w o d eaf  
ch i l d r en  i s b ein g  su ed  b y W yom in g ’s st at e soc ial  ser v i ce 
ag en cy r eq u i r i n g  h er  t o m ak e b ot h  b oys r ecei ve coch lear  
im p lan t s.

Con g r eg at ion  m em b er s assu m e t h at  d eaf  p eop le w ant  
p r ayer s f or  h eal in g , t h at  i s h ear in g  ab i l i t y, an d  d u r in g  
al t ar  cal l s w i l l  com e u p  an d  p r ay  t h at  a deaf  p er son  can  
g et  h i s/h er  h ear in g  b ack .
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  Pat er n al i st i c  M essag e:
 Secu la r  a n d  t h e  C h u r ch : 
Th e p r ov ision  of  accessib le com m u n icat ion  i s n ot  
a valu e, t h er efor e, t h e d eaf  p er son  i s n ot  valu ed .

E xa m p l e : 
Bu sin esses d o n ot  w an t  t o p ay  for  in t er p r et er s. M y 
col l eagu e’s u n c le w as r ecen t l y  h osp i t al i zed  b ecau se of  
i n ju r i es su st ain  w h en  a t r ac t or  r an  over  h im . Th e h osp i t al  
w ou ld  n ot  p r ov id e an  i n t er p r et er  du r i n g  h i s m ed ical  car e.

Ch u r ch es r efu se t o p ay  for  in t er p r et i n g  ser v ices.  O t h er  
si t u at ion s ar e t h at  ch u r ch es u se n on -p r ofession al,  
u n t r a in ed  in d iv id u als t o “ sig n ”  d u r in g  a w or sh ip  ser v i ce. 
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  God ’s View:  
 Ep h esian s 4 :1
“ As a p r i son er  for  t h e L or d , t h en , I  u r g e you  t o 
l i ve a l i f e w or t h y  of  t h e cal l i n g  you  h ave 
r ecei ved .”

Ep h esian s 4 :1 1
“ I t  w as h e w h o g ave som e t o b e ap ost les, som e t o 
b e p r op h et s, som e t o b e evan g el i st s, an d  som e t o 
b e p ast or s an d  t each er s, t o p r epar e God ’s w or k s 
of  ser v i ce,  so t h at  t h e bod y of  Ch r i st  m ay  b e b u i lt  
u p  u n t i l  w e al l  r each  u n i t y  i n  t h e fai t h  an d  in  t h e 
k n ow led g e of  t h e Son  of  God  an d  b ecom e m at u r e,  
at t ain in g  t h e w h ole m easu r e of  t h e fu l l n ess of  
Ch r i st .
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  God ’s View:  
 Ep h esian s 2 :1 9
“ Con seq u en t l y, you  ar e n o lon g er  for eig n er s an d  
al i en s, b u t  f el l ow  c i t i zen s w i t h  God ’s peop le an d  
m em b er s of  God ’s h ou seh old ….
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  H ow  t o em p ow er  t h e d eaf  com m u n i t y?

St ar t  t h e r en ew in g  of  you r  m in d  an d  t h en  r e-
exam in e you r  cu r r i cu lu m .

1 . Relocat e or  r e-exam in e d eafn ess b eyon d  t h e 
lesson  on  t h e sen ses.

2 . I n v i t e d eaf  p eop le affi l i at ed  w i t h  t h e cu l t u r e t o 
com e speak  t o you r  st u d en t s (w i t h  a q u al i fi ed  
i n t er p r et er ).

3 . Exp ose st u d en t s t o su ccessfu l  r o l e m odels of  
d eaf  peop le.

4 . Focu s on  t h e com m u n icat ion  asp ect  of  ASL  
r at h er  t h an  t h e aest h et i cs.

5 . Valu e at t i t u d es t h at  en cou r age accessib i l i t y  
(r at h er  t h an  b u r d en /m in im u m  r equ i r em en t s).
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  St ar t  t h e r en ew in g  of  you r  m in d  an d  t h en  r e-
exam in e you r  cu r r i cu lu m .
1 . Relocat e or  r e-exam in e d eafn ess b eyon d  t h e 

lesson  on  t h e sen ses. I n c lu d e i t  i n  su ch  t op ics 
cu l t u r es, m in or i t i es, an d  lan g u ag es.

Resou r ces:
For  H e a r i n g  Pe op le  O n ly b y M at t h ew  M oor e an d  
L in d a L ev i t an
I n t r od u ct ion  t o  som e of  t h e m or e com m on  q u est ion s 
ab ou t  d eafn ess an d  d eaf  p eop le. Top ics:  W h at  i s ASL ? 
I s t h er e on e sig n  l an g u ag e for  al l  cou n t r i es? W h y d on ’t  
som e d eaf  p eop le t r u st  h ear in g  p eop le?

A P la ce  of  T h e i r  O w n  (2 00  p g s) b y  Joh n  Vi ck r ey  Van  
C leve an d  Bar r y  Cr ou ch
A su m m ar y  of  t h e d eaf  com m u n i t y  an d  t h ei r  h ist or y  i n  
ed u cat ion .

W h e n  t h e  M in d  H e a r s (5 60  p g s) b y  H ar lan  L an e
A ext en si ve h i st or y  on  t h e d eaf  com m u n i t y  an d  cu l t u r e.
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  Resou r ces:
D e a f  in  Am e r ica : Voices f r om  a  C u l t u r e  b y Car ol  
Pad d en  an d  Tom  H u m p h r ies
Sm al l  b ook  an d  an  easy r ead . Gr eat  i n t r od u ct i on  t o an  
u n k n ow n  w or ld .
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2 . I n v i t e deaf  p eop le affi l i at ed  w i t h  t h e cu l t u r e t o  
com e speak  t o you r  st u d en t s (w i t h  a q u al i fi ed  
i n t er p r et er ).

Resou r ce:  L ocat e you r  c losest  sig n  l an g u ag e 
in t er p r et in g  ag en cy. M ost  of  t h ese ag en cies k n ow  
t h e m em b er s of  t h e d eaf  com m u n i t y  an d  w ou ld  
h ave a good  idea of  a g ood  fi t  f or  t h i s t yp e of  
si t u at ion .
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3 . Exp ose st u d en t s t o su ccessfu l  r o le m od els of  
d eaf  peop le.

Resou r ces:
M over s a n d  Sh a k er s b y  Cat h r yn  Car r ol l
Tw en t y -si x  t ales of  d eaf  p eop le w h ose l i ves w er e 
m et  b y  ch al len g es t h at  t h ey  over cam e.
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4 . Focu s on  t h e com m u n icat ion  asp ect  of  ASL  
r at h er  t h an  t h e aest h et i cs.

Resou r ces:
Sig n  L a n g u a g e  a n d  t h e  D ea f  C om m u n i t y: E ssa ys i n  
h on or  o f  W i l l i a m  St ok oe , ed i t ed  b y  Ch ar lot t e Bak er  an d  
Rob b in  Bat t i son . Gen er al  i n t r od u ct ion  t o t h e st r u c t u r e of  
ASL , u ses of  sig n  lan g u ag e in  soc iet y  an d  sig n  lan g u ag e in  
ot h er  cou n t r i es.

Aca d em ic Acce p t a n ce  of  Am e r ica n  S ig n  L a n g u a g e  b y  
Sh er m an  W i lcox, Ph . D
(Teach er  r esou r ce) A  m on og r ap h  r elat ed  t o leg i t im izin g  
ASL .  
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5 . Valu e at t i t u des t h at  en cou r ag e accessib i l i t y  
(r at h er  t h an  b u r d en /m in im u m  r equ i r em en t s).

Resou r ce: (con t r over sial )
- Pr ov id e p r ofession al  i n t er p r et in g  ser v ices 

w h en  n eed ed .
- D e a f  E m p ow er m e n t : E m e r g e n ce , St r u g g le ,  

&  R h e t or i c  b y  K at h er in e A . Jan k ow sk i . A  
m et i cu lou s st u d y,  u sin g  t r ad i t i on al  m et h od s of  
st u d y for  soc ial  m ovem en t s, exam in es 
r h et or i cal  fou n d at ion  t h at  m ot i vat ed  D eaf  
p eop le t o w or k  for  soc ial  ch an g e.

- T h e  M a sk  of  B en evole n ce  b y  H ar lan  L an e 
d eals w i t h  op p r ession .

- A Jou r n e y in t o  t h e  D e a f-W or ld  b y  H . L an e, R.  
H off m eist er, B . Bah an
Ad d r ess t h e deaf  com m u n i t y  as a m in or i t y  
(par t i cu lar l y  i n  t er m s of  ed u cat ion ).
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Questons??
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T h a n k  you  for  you r  
t im e !

C on t a ct  in for m a t ion : 

An g e l a  M ye r s
5 7 4 .2 5 7 .2 5 7 7

m ye r sa @b et h e lcol leg e
.e d u
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